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VVirh aka Tunings of the ſame , from Foure 


courſe of Strings to Four teene cou is enen to rrie the 


ſharpeſt teeth of Enuic, with Leſſons of all ſortes, 
and methodicall InftruQions for allProfeſ. | 4 
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The tuning f the Citharen with fourteene coluſe of rings.” 
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Theſ ſeuen with frets are double flrung| al the other f "ng I 


Lonoion 


Princed by William Bary , andateto be ſold hs 
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OVRABLE,Sizx Wictiau Ceciy, © 


Vicount Cranborne, Sonne and Heire 
to the Right Honourable the Earle of 


SALISBVRIE, and Knightof the Ho- 


noutable order of the Bathe,Thomas Robix [on 
witheth all happinefle, with the 
increaſe of all tive Eonour 
and Vertuec. 


—] Alking in my Garden of © 
1 good will (Right Honou- | 
EA rable,)I could findno bet= 
®Y ter Flowers,then thoſe that 
-\| ſpring from faithful Loue, 
bound with the bond of 
dutie, tomake my labours 
| 439] graciousin yourthoughts. ' 
Loue to your Honour, 
| fYprungfrom the roote of your Lord and Grandfa- 
F thers bountifull and moſt Honourable kindnefle to- * 
3 'wards my Father, who was ( vntill his dying day) 
his true and obedient Seruant, Duetie bindeth me, 
for that I was my ſelfe ſometimes Seruant vnto the 
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k 7 -your onoursvnde, and alwates haue taſted o the 
- - con fortable liberalitie, of your Honours F ather: 
[2 + for whoſe ſake(next vnder God) I craue your Ho- 
< {bars Pardon,for this my bold attempt. T hus bree- 
- Ing(Righe Honourable)aswhygere a protection 
- fromyourPardon:I moſt humbly fear you 
tothe Lord, and betake my fel ro my 
Prayers for your Honours healch 
' andproſperitie inall con- 


digne dignitie. 


Jour Hononrs to commaund. 
inall dutig. 


Thomas Robinſon. 
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© Entlemen, blame me not. abu Fo Gang.” 
wg beene /q long cracking of this nutte, fi that” 
on = SE laſt F haug ginen you the ſweeteſt (ornel "_ 
SSE) my conceited (ithering. For firft, youſhall © 
haue flrange leſſons with flrange tunings for the foure : 
ſtringed Gtharen,the like Heuer found out before for ſweet 
nes and goodnes to play(' enen an organe kind of play) 4% 
lone, alſo leſſons for two to play to gether,&s withalla bird 
itharen:(which inuention was fo begun by an Italian. 
in Fraly,but altered,and /lrinvs augmented by me. )Con- 
tarning fourteene courſe of, firings:  mo#f full, ſweete and 
eaſre,for the which (itbaren,Fmuit r:maine a thankeful 
de bter, and well willerto a moſt kind andlouing ent le- 
man and ſcoller of mine, ry ha Edward VVinne, 
4n ettenaanroftbe Kight HonorableR 'o Bs &T Earle 
1 of Salicburie, now Lord high Treaſurer of England, _ 
3 Thus not forgetting my /elfe,in rep mM friend, FT 
3 moſt louingly bid you all Adue. - Z 


Your muſt call friend 


Thomas Robin jon, 
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Incrodu&ionco the Citharen, = 
ſet foorth both for the learned and 


them which are vnlearned. 


Scloller, | 
DA oO Dgiuveyou good morrow Sir, this is the howre and titne,the 
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z| which you appointed me to come andkeepe, and truely fir, it it 
# pleaſe Godthatl profit(accordingto your promiſe)by your good 

inſtruqions, you ſhall 190 had mevnthankefull, 

Maſler. | | 

Welcome good Scholler, and truely I baue great hope in you, for that 
ſceyou ſo willing, and withallI ſee you have allready laidc hold of one. of 
the beſt properties which doth belong toa Muſician, which is : to keepe 
time,likewiſe if your capacitic, be anſwerable to your defire, I doubt not bur 
that you will quickly prouc a good Scholler : come, where is your Citbarcn 
and your Booke, 

Sicbolker. 


Heerefir they beeboth. {8 [= / 


4 
DI 


- - . 
-_ ) 
« % -— % 


: {LILLE 
«®OSSSo 


=y 
I 
— 


an” 


4 * 
_ =_ 4- * " 
©. » 
eee Zn To. LIE EDN 


| 
* 
FA 
\. 
3 


- aleflonthis month? 


—_ 


An introduction to the Citharen., 


Treble. 
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Unaſter. 

It is well done of you, you haue Gotten a very good Citharen,for itis both 
faite andgood, true frerted,and eafie to play vpon. Nowin the name of 
God let vs begihne, and firſt make, as your Citharen lyeth before you with 
h.s 4 courle of ſtrings, ſo likewiſe the 4 linesor rules in your booke lye ac. | 


cordingly,and repreſent the ſame ſtrings as heere you ſee mentioned; And . 
alſo, as the frettes or ſtoppes of yonr Citharen extend the whole breadth of - - 


thenecke of it called rhe finger boord - ſocuery ſtring hath borh the name 
and yſe of the ſame fret one fo well as the other, as if you ſtoppe.in the firſt 
frette, (with your forcfinger) in the treble,then it isbin the treble. if you 
ſtoppe the firſt fretre inthe meane, then it is 6in the -meane, aid if you 
ſtoppe the firſt frette in the baſſe, then it is b in the baſle, if you ſtoppe the firſt 
ſrette in the tenor, then ic is 6 inthe tenor,and ſo of the reſt of the ſtoppes cede 
f8&c,but where you ſee 4 in any of the ſtrings,that ſtring muſt not be ſtopped, 

but mult be ſtrickenopen, 

Scholler, 

Truely this is moſt plaine and cafie, fora child of 4 yeeres of age that 
knoweth bur his lecters ab c may conceiuethisas well as one of 20.yecresold. 
But when ſhall I beginne to learneco play aleſſon, +44 

| Maſter. | 

I will tell you when, euen then when you haue gotten all theſe rules fol- 
lowing by heart without booke,and allo can tune your inſtrument your ſelfe, 

- Scholler. | ES 
why?how if it bethis month before I can them by heart2\hhll I norlearne- 


| | Maſter, 
| No, for to learne; before you know whar, why,and how : were like a Bee 
moyld ina barrel] of honny, for how were it-poſlible for youto play well?, 


 witha good grace?comcly without making of anticke faces: except you firſt 


know arulc,or reaſon to guice your band af body, | 
Well 


painefull playtag,cauſeth many oddeanticke faces, . 


” "_- 
a, 


| Aninipoduftion te the Cifhoren, 


_ Schaller, _ 
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VVell Sir,ific be your will that I ſhall firſt learnethoſe rules, before I ſhall 
learneto play a leſſor? am contented to get them by heart, for you are my 
Maſter,and you know what is beſt zo bee-donefor a Scholler, write downe 
yourrules,and god willing [ will riot'teuch my Citharen, vntill I canthem 
perteQly by hearr. PEO 1; 7 HR ft 

' eMailer, 


- Icommend you, doe as youſay,znd ypon mylite you ſhall yery ſon at- 


taine to yourd-fire for the Citberen, for it you ſhould ger falſe fingring at the 
frſt, you ſhould be conſtrained, fiſt ro learne toforget, before ir were fit for 
youroremember,which were both a griefe, trouble, and loſſe of time and 
charges. Therefore in the name of God marke thele rules following, 


T he firſt rule. 7 


” Note,that6irſt,in ſoppiog of yourinſtrument,that you hold'out the wriſt 


of your hand,for ſo you ſhall ſtoppe both the cleaner, and with morccaſc,be 
the readicr to carry your whole hand too and ro at your pleaſure. 


| Theſecond rule. 


« Note;that where,orin whit ſtop ſo eueryou are ftoppe d with your fore- 
finger,that there,in the ſame ſtoppe you hold your rhombe right oucragainft 
It, . ll | 


| 7 Þ "of Thethirdrate, Hs 
Note, that in what ſtoppe $0 euer youare ſtopped,that you plucke away 
no finger yntill you needcs mult. 


&. '- Thefourthrale. | 
Note,that inany full toppe;thatyou reliſh with that finger thatis moſt 
idleſt,and ina fingleſtoppe,withthat finger thatisthe ſtrongeſt, 


| 7 be fftb rule. 
Note, that you doenot Rtrivewith any ſtoppe, but doe irwith cale, for 


Note 


3 | , 
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An Tntroduttion tothe Citharen, 


The fixt Rate " 


$ . » 
; Note, thatin runningofapoint, where you leaue a ſtoppe, you leaue a 
; finger,andwhere you leaue no ſtoppe, you leaue no finger. 
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, T he ſeuenth Rule 


bi : | , 
| Notethar,that1sſaidto be a point, when two of one time, foure or twice 
-) foure, all which goe by two andtwo,and the ſecond 1s ſingle, or all be ſingle 
/ ſtoppes,asisaboue mentioned. F-70 


| T he eight Rule, 


Noteallo,that the firſt of a point is to be ſtrucken downward, and the fe- 
"| condvpward,and for that purpoſe whereyou ſhall ſtrike vpwardes,itis noted 


vnder the letter with a pricke or point,as you ſec aboue: 
| The Ninth Rale . 


/ Note,thatyouſtoppe cleane,andalſo ſtrike cleane,ina full ſtroke plumpe 
 eogether, not raking orſcattering. 
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Thetenth Rule, 


' Notethatyou leane vpon no finger, butthe little finger of your righe 


i hand. | 
[46 . T he eleventh Rale, 
( : Notealſo,that you leane lightly vpon the Citharen with yopr rightarme, 


T he twelfth Rale: 


Note,that you keepe alwayes yourhands cleame,and your nailes ſhort. 
| Theſe 


OE then ad 
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An lntrodiFlion tothe Citharen, ' 


Theſe rules had perfely without beoke, you ſballthen learne to tune 


your Citharen as followerh. Firſt, ſet vp your Treblesſo hie as you dare yen. 
ter for breaking, and letthem be both of onetune or ſound;then fet vp your 


 Menes, ſtopping them in(c) making them in(c) toagree with the Trebles in 


(4)open all in oneſound, then ſet vp the Bale, ſtopping itin (-) making it 

. agree with the Menes all in one tune; then laſtly ſer vpthe outermoſt ſtringes * 
called the Tenor,ſtopping itin (4) making itagree with the Menesin (a) o- | 
penall in oneſound; this done, your Citharenyiil bein tunercady tor you | 


to learnealcflon, . 
To tune the Citharen, 
—— — "5" nl _ __— my aa TT ” — F 
tee SOIT Lodo a EC 
I, 1 -Z; -3:* + A z 3 42 3 | 
i- iy, | 
- 1.3 


| Truely Gra like theſe Rules very well, and: God willing I will not re Rt vn- 
till | hauethem perfeQly by heart, but I pray you whatlignifie thole figures 


vaderncath the ftoppes. 
UM after... 


They fignifie with what fingers youſhall ſtoppe, as thus :.the figure of ane 
thus nored 1, 1s for the forefinger, the figure of twothus noted-2. is for the 
ſecond finger, the figure of three thus noted 3, is forthe third finger,and the 
figureoffoure thus noted 4. is for the little finger, and looke ynder what [ct- 
ter any of theſe figures ſtands at, that letter is to be ſtopped with that finger 
whichthat figygedoth repreſent,and ſo many lettersas ſtand one right vnder 
another muſt be ſtricken al] together, and ſo the vppermoſtletter ſhall haue 


the yppermoſt figure,and fo the next lerter vnder,the next figure ynder, and - 


flothereſt. Now tolloweth the times cither long time or ſhort, - . © -.. 
ih 1TH This 
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An IntrodsFion'to the Citheren, 


ning the valuation of the ſaid notes, the Characters being expreſled by the 
| notesof Mulicke thereunto adioyned. 


E xamp le, 


briefe, chet uer. Quauer. 
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| ; ky choller . 


0 1 Ithanke you fir, all this I ſee is both good andnecefſary,and now, when 
it pleaſeth you,let mee ſome leſſons I pray you, for I knd my (elte very ready 
: : and very happy to meet with fogoo aTutor, ch 


DS. 


: | Now you find my wor $* "aruc, that withour theſe Rules it had beene 
” * jimpoilsble for you tohaue profireFany thing ata!l,andnow I will God wil 
; | ling ſet you downe ſome lcflonsfit for you to learne, and ſo harder and har- 


re I ! der,and chat better and better, 

er 

- Finis Thomas Robinſon. 
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